
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race Rules for the MD6, MD8-12 & LDU  

January 30 to February 1, 2017 

Haliburton, Ontario, Canada 

  



 

INTRODUCTION:  

The following are rules that will be enforced during the running of the Mid-Distance 6 (MD6), Mid-

Distance 8-12 (MD8-12) & Unlimited Long Distance (LDU) races in conjunction with the International 

Federation of Sled Dog Sports Race Rules (December 31st, 2015). 

The MD6 races will be three days of individual 54 kilometre races with each dayôs time being 

accumulated to produce a total run time for the three days. 

The MD8 races will be three days of individual 82 kilometre races with each dayôs time being 

accumulated to produce a total run time for the three days. 

The LDU mile race will be 3 laps of a 125 kilometre loop in one continual race of approx. 374 

kilometre/230 miles over a three day period. 

Maps provided at the end of the document. Downloadable PFD maps will be made available online at 

http://www.worlddogsleddingchampionships.ca/  

TEAM SIZE:  

MD6 will be minimum of 4 dogs and a maximum of 6 dogs. 

MD8 will be a minimum of 5 dogs and a maximum of 8 dogs in a 12 dog pool. 

LDU will be a minimum of 7 dogs and a maximum of 12 dogs. 

 

THE COURSES: 

The MD6 race is one loop each day of approximately 54 kms. 

The MD8 race is one loop each day of approximately 82 kms. 

The LDU is three continuous loops of 125 kms. 

 

THE TRAILS :  

The trails used for this competition are snowmobile 

trails that are used by All Terrain Vehicles in the 

spring, summer and fall. They are groomed (3 ï 6 

meters wide) snowmobile trails in the winter. The 

snowmobile trail system will be closed to all 

snowmobile traffic during the World Championships. 

The only snowmobile traffic using the trails will be private land owners within the Forest and volunteers 

working the World Championship event.  

http://www.worlddogsleddingchampionships.ca/


 

THE TERRAIN:  

Haliburton Forest is a privately owned sustainably managed 100,000 acre forest with over 60 lakes and 

numerous ponds and creeks that make it a winter wonderland for outdoor enthusiasts. 

www.haliburtonforest.com  

PURSE BREAKDOWN: 

Below are the minimum dollar amounts per class that have been committed to. As we approach the event 

Purse amounts may increase. 

Category Purse 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

SP4 (4 Dog Sled Sprint) $2,500.00 900 650 450 300 200 

SP4NB (4 Dog Sled Sprint Nordic 
Breed) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

SP6 (6 Dog Sled Sprint) $3,000.00 1000 800 600 350 250 

SP6NB (6 Dog Sprint Nordic Breed) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

SP8 (8 Dog Sled Sprint) $3,500.00 1200 900 700 450 250 

SPU (Sled Sprint Unlimited) $5,500.00 1800 1500 1200 600 400 

SP4 Mass Start $1,500.00 600 400 250 150 100 

  
     

  

SM1 (Men's 1 dog Ski-joring) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

SW1 (Women's 1 dog Ski-joring) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

SM2 (Men's 2 dog Ski-joring) $1,500.00 600 400 250 150 100 

SW2 (Women's 2 dog Ski-joring) $1,500.00 600 400 250 150 100 

  
     

  

CMJ (Combined Men's 1 dog Junior)             

CWJ (Combined Women's 1 dog 
Junior)             

SP4J (4 dog Sprint Junior)             

  
     

  

CM (Combined Men's) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

CW (Combined Women's) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

PM1 (Men's Pulka 1 dog) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

PW1 (Women's Pulka 1 dog) $1,000.00 300 250 200 150 100 

National Relay             

  
     

  

MD6 (mid-distance 6 dog) $3,000.00 1000 800 600 350 250 

MD8-12 (mid-distance 8-12 dog) $4,000.00 1200 1000 800 600 400 

LDU (Long Distance) $6,000.00 1900 1700 1300 900 700 

  
     

  

Total $40,000.00 
    

  

          
 

  

 

http://www.haliburtonforest.com/


 

REQUIRED GEAR:  

Mandatory Gear for all distance races 

¶ All harnesses must be padded around the neck and chest area  

¶ All harnesses must have reflective matter 

¶ All ganglines must be arranged for either single or double file disposition. 

¶ Each sled must be equipped with a brushbow, a snowhook and a working brake bolted to the sled. 

¶ A sled dog bag capable of safely carrying all required equipment, plus safely restraining a 

struggling or injured dog. 

¶ Any sticks or poling devices must have at least 8 inches of reflective material 

 

MD6 

¶ One working headlamp 

¶ One set of dog boots per dog. (in sled or on dogs) 

¶ One spare harness 

¶ One spare collar 

¶ Knife 

¶ First Aid Kit (including ace bandage and pressure 

dressings for severe bleeding) 

¶ Compass 

¶ Whistle 

¶ Fire starting device 

¶ Axe (22 inch overall length) or metal frame saw with a 

minimum 18 inch blade 

¶ If using a cable gangline, a cable cutter you know will cut 

your gangline. 

¶ Veterinarian Book 

 

MD8 

¶ Two working headlamps 

¶ One set of dog boots per dog. (in sled or on dogs) 

¶ One spare harness 

¶ One spare collar 

¶ Knife 

¶ A 2 quart pot capable of heating water 

¶ One dog bowl per dog (must be able to contain 4 cups of water) 



 

¶ Proper cold weather sleeping bag (minimum -10 degrees Celsius) 

¶ One pair of snowshoes with bindings that cover a total of at least 250 square inches. 

¶ At least one working flashing light per lead dog 

¶ One pound of dog food per dog leaving the starting line (maybe used during the race) 

¶ One day ration of food for the musher (maybe consumed during the race) 

¶ First Aid Kit (including ace bandage and pressure dressings for severe bleeding) 

¶ Compass 

¶ Whistle 

¶ Fire starting device 

¶ Axe (22 inch overall length) or metal frame saw with a minimum 18 inch blade 

¶ If using a cable gangline, a cable cutter that you know will cut your gangline. 

¶ Veterinarian Book 

LDU 

¶ Two working headlamps (capable of illuminating the area in front of the lead dogs) 

¶ One spare harness 

¶ One spare collar 

¶ Four drop chains (18 inches in length) 

¶ Knife 

¶ One operational cooker and a pot capable of heating at least 2 gallons of water 

¶ An adequate amount of fuel to boil two gallons of water 

¶ One dog bowl per dog (must be able to contain 4 cups of water) 

¶ Proper cold weather sleeping bag (minimum -10 degrees Celsius) 

¶ One pair of snowshoes with bindings that cover a total of at least 250 square inches. 

¶ At least one working flashing light per lead dog 

¶ First Aid Kit (including ace bandage and pressure dressings for severe bleeding) 

¶ Compass 

¶ Whistle 

¶ Fire starting device 

¶ Axe (22 inch overall length) or metal frame saw with a minimum 18 inch blade 

¶ If using a cable gangline, a cable cutter that you know will cut your gangline. 

¶ Veterinarian Book 

¶ Required equipment upon leaving each checkpoint 

¶ One dayôs food ration for the driver and each dog in the team (1/2 pound of food per dog) 

¶ One set of 4 boots for each dog (on dog or in sled) 

 

  



 

FOOD AND GEAR SHIPMENT AND RETREIVAL  

There will be no food or gear shipments for the MD6 and MD8 races. All mandatory and additional 

equipment needed during the race will be carried within the sled bag. 

 

All food, fuel and additional equipment needed during the LDU race will be brought to the designated 

drop bag location before January 30th, 2017. Type of container used for drop bag will be Burlap style 

sack, Woven plastic bag (no plastic garbage bags or dog food bags) or hard plastic container or cooler.  

All gear and garbage must be picked up by Musher and brought back to the neutral secured area before 

the Musher departs each checkpoint. 

 

Each racer is entitled to ship four (4) drop bags not exceeding a total weight of fifty -five (55) kilograms 

to each checkpoint. There will be 3 checkpoints throughout the LDU. You will visit each checkpoint as 

follows:  LôAzure Lake Shelter Cabin = three (3) times, Duck Lake Shelter Cabin = three (3) times, Sub 

Pen = two (2) times.  

 

Each item will be labeled with the musherôs name and checkpoint name (Sub Pen). The labelling will 

include a count of each item 1 of 4 and 2 of 4, etc. 

Straw and water will be the only thing provided at each checkpoint.  It will not  be the responsibility of 

the Checkpoint or the Checkpoint Personnel to deliver straw water or drop bags.  

 

It will not  be the responsibility of the Checkpoint or Checkpoint personal to provide anything else. Please 

do not ask for anything. (ie: food, accommodations)  

 

Unused drop bags will be picked up at the checkpoints and returned to the drop bag zone (back at race 

HQ) for handlers to pick-up. 

DROPPED DOGS 

There will be no dropped dog locations for the MD6 and MD8 mile races.  

During the LDU race all checkpoints will be designated as drop dog zones. Each dog that is dropped must 

be left with the following information and equipment. 

¶ One 18 inch drop chain 

¶ One dog bowl 

¶ 4 cups of dog food ( approx.. 1 pound) 

¶ Dropped Dog Form. Completed by musher and checkpoint personnel 

¶ Completed dog information tag (will be supplied by checkpoint personnel) 

Dropped dogs will be collect each day by race staff and returned to the start/finish area. Handlers will be 

contacted and asked to pick-up dogs as soon as possible. 

 



 

REQUIRED LAYOVERS  

The 2017 IFSS World Distance Championships are set-up as to give each musher as much strategy in 

completing their race as possible. 

For the MD6 and MD8 mile races there is no mandatory rest. Time intervals will be adjusted on the 

scoring sheets. 

For the LDU mile race.  Musher are required to accumulate a minimum of 16 hours of rest with 4 hours 

of the 16 required hours being used at the last checkpoint Duck Lake Shelter Cabin (third time there) 

before the finish line. Your time differential will be adjusted at checkpoint Sub Pen the first time you 

enter this checkpoint. 

OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE  

¶ Drivers and teams may not receive outside assistance  

¶ Drivers may assist each other in appropriate ways in an emergency  

¶ In a case where a dogôs or musherôs life or limb is in threatening danger, any outside assistance is 

acceptable.  

¶ Drivers may accept rides on motorized vehicles in an emergency. Such incidents must be reported 

to a judge at the next checkpoint.  

¶ Drivers may not arrange for any person or persons to instruct them between checkpoints. Requests 

for directions along the way are acceptable.  

¶ Pacing of any kind is strictly prohibited.  

¶ Two-way radios, cell phones or any type of electronic communications device is prohibited.  

¶ GPS units are permitted.  

¶ Handlers are not allowed at any checkpoints except checkpoint Sub Pen. 

¶ No handlers may provide any assistance other than discussion to the racers. 

 

RACE CUT-OFF TIME:  

All racers participation in races on February 1, 2017 shall be finished before 1600 hrs. Any racers unable 

to complete the race courses before that time will be deemed Did Not Finish (DNF). 

 CHECKPOINT DISTANCES FOR LDU:  

Start to LôAzure Lake Shelter Cabin = 54.1kms 

LôAzure Lake Shelter Cabin to Duck Lake Shelter Cabin = 20.5kms 

Duck Lake Shelter Cabin to Sub Pen = 49.7kms 

Sub Pen to LôAzure Lake Shelter Cabin = 53.6kms 

Sub Pen to Finish = 2.1kms   September 6, 2016 



 

  



 



 

 


